
 
 
Name of meeting: Children’s Scrutiny Panel 

Date:    26th January 2024 

Title of report: Update with regard to new published DfE Guidance – ‘Working 
Together to Safeguard Children - December 2023’ 

Purpose of report: This report outlines for Children’s Scrutiny Panel Members that 
in December 2023 the Department for Education published new Statutory guidance 
on multi-agency working to help, protect and promote the welfare of children and 
outlines the summary of changes made.  

Key Decision - Is it likely to result in 
spending or saving £500k or more, 
or to have a significant effect on two 
or more electoral wards?  Decisions 
having a particularly significant 
effect on a single ward may also be 
treated as if they were key decisions.    

Not Applicable 

 

Key Decision - Is it in the Council’s 
Forward Plan (key decisions and 
private reports)? 
 

Key Decision –No 

Private Report/Private Appendix – No 

The Decision - Is it eligible for call in 
by Scrutiny? 

Not Applicable 
 

Date signed off by Strategic Director 
& name 
 
Is it also signed off by the Service 
Director for Finance? 
 
Is it also signed off by the Service 
Director for Legal Governance and 
Commissioning? 

Tom Brailsford 15/01/2024 

  

Cabinet member portfolio Cllr Viv Kendrick – Children’s Services 

Cllr Elizabeth Reynolds – Learning and 
Aspiration 

Electoral wards affected: All 
Ward councillors consulted: N/A 
Public or private: Public 
Has GDPR been considered? Yes – no individuals are referred to in this report. 
The information referred to is published on the DfE website. 

https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=139
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=139


1. Summary 
 
In December 2023, the Department for Education published revised statutory 
guidance ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 - A guide to multi-
agency working to help, protect and promote the welfare of children’.  
This update has been necessary to support some of the ambitions outlined in the 
government’s new vision to transform children’s social care that was published in 
February 2023,: ‘Stable homes built on love’, and also to strengthen some 
aspects of multiagency partnership arrangements.  
 
The full guidance can be accessed using the link below. 
Working together to safeguard children 2023: statutory guidance 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 
Alongside the full guidance the DfE published a summary of changes. These are 
detailed in appendix 1 attached.  
 
The purpose of the report at Scrutiny is to make panel members aware of the 
changes. 
 

2. Information required to take a decision 
 
No decision is required, the report is for information, and a summary will be 
discussed at the Panel meeting which will indicate the opportunities the Council 
and its partners have to build on the strong practise that currently exists in the 
local area in considering the Guidance. 

 
3. Officer recommendations and reasons 

 
That the Children’s Scrutiny Panel review the new Statutory Guidance. 
 

4. Cabinet Portfolio Holder’s recommendations 
 
N/A 

 
5. Contact officer  

 
Tom Brailsford – Director for Children’s Services, Civic Centre 1, 
tom.brailsford@kirklees.gov.uk 

 
6. Background Papers and History of Decisions 

 
Children's Social Care: Stable Homes, Built on Love consultation response 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 

7. Service Director responsible  
 
Vicky Metheringham – Service Director Child Protection and Family Support  
Jo-Anne Sanders – Service Director Learning and Early Support 
Kieran Lord – Service Director Resources, Improvement and Partnerships 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65803fe31c0c2a000d18cf40/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_2023_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65803fe31c0c2a000d18cf40/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_2023_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
mailto:tom.brailsford@kirklees.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/650966a322a783001343e844/Children_s_Social_Care_Stable_Homes__Built_on_Love_consultation_response.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/650966a322a783001343e844/Children_s_Social_Care_Stable_Homes__Built_on_Love_consultation_response.pdf


Appendix 1  
 
8. The DfE Summary of Changes – Published in December 2023 

 



 
 
 



 
 


